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DEFINITION 

❑“Lipids may be regarded as organic substances 

relatively insoluble in water ,soluble in organic 

solvents actually or potentially related to fatty 

acids and utilized by living cells”.



CLASSIFICATION



1. SIMPLE LIPIDS:- Esters of fatty acids with 

alcohols. These are mainly of two types:

a. FATS AND OILS(Triacylglycerols):

These are the esters of fatty acid with glycerol.

The difference between fat and oil is only             

physical.

b. WAXES:

Esters of fatty acids with alcohols other than        

glycerol.

These alcohols may be aliphatic or acyclic.       



2. COMPLEX (COMPOUND) LIPIDS: Esters of fatty acid 

with alcohols containing additional groups such as 

phosphate, nitrogenous base , carbohydrate, protein.

i.   PHOSPHOLIPIDS: Fatty acid+ alcohol +phosphoric    

acid +nitrogenous base

 Based on the type of alcohol present they are again 

divided into:

 GLYCEROPHOSPHOLIPID :Contain glycerol   as alcohol.

ex: lecithin and cephalin

 SPHINGOPHOSPHOLIPID: Contain sphingosine as alcohol.

ex: sphingomyelin

















LIPID RELATED DISORDERS




